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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions^ and listings, of claitns in the application: 

iJfiting ftf riAtTTlJg! 

1-10. (canceled) 

1 1. (currently amended) A method of reducing evaporation from one or more 
wells of at loaiit a first multiwell plate wbieti -that i s configiu^d to be placed into a stacked 
configuration wit h nt looot ono_ a second multiwell plat e havinp the Rame peneral configuration as 
the first multiwell plate> the method comprising; 

providing -at - least each of t he first and the second^m ultiwell plates with a plurality 
of blind w ells and opposing side walls ^^ieh -that e xtend around the plate and whieh ^hat d efine a 
ridge spaced inwardly of the side walls and extending around the plate between the side walls 
and tbo plurolity of wells ; 

providing-9t4eaa( each of t he first and ttijB^s econd multiwell plates with a 
downwardly extencUng flange wbieh-d)at.extends around a lower surface of the plat e and which 
is configurod to bo - r e movably reoeived by the ridgo of - th e ac least finst multiwoll plflto ; 

at least partially filling the ridge of the first muMwell plaie w ith a liquid; and 

removably positionin g said at loaat the second multiwell plate o n said at bast the 
first multiwell plate such that the fiange of the second multiwell plate e xtends at least partially 
into-s^Jhe ridge of the first multiwell plate and contacts &^4-the liquid to thereby create a 
substantial evaporation barrier to prevent air entrance to the wells of the first multiwell plate t o 
minimize evaporation of sample liquids in the wells whe n said at - loast the second multiwell plate 
is positioned on the at loaat first multiwell plate. 

12. (original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the at least partially filling 
the ridge with a liquid comprises at least partially filling the ridge with water, 

13. (original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the at least partially filling 
the ridge with a liquid comprises at least partially filling the ridge with a buffer solution. 
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14. (original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein said at least partially 
filling the ridge with a liquid is perfonned before said at least second multiwell plate is 
removably positioned on said at least first multiwell plate. 

15. (cstnceled) 

16. (currently aniended) The method of claim 1 1 further including providing 
a lower surface of said ridge of sai d pt loo^i fu^st multiwell plate with a plurality of spaced-apart 
ribs wlueb-tixaLextend upwardly from the ridge. 

17. (original) The method of claim 16 wherein said upwardly extending 
ribs have a height which is less than a height of said opposing side walls of said at least first 
multiwell plate. 

18. (original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein said ridge includes a layer 
of at least one wicking material covering at least a portion of said ridge. 

19. (original) The method of cimm 18 wherein said at least one wicking 
materia comprises a felt material. 

20. (original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein said ridge comprises a 
layer of absorbent material covering at least a portion of the ridge. 

21^26 (canceled) 
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27. (cuirently amended) A first multiwell plate wJuch is configured to be 
placed in a stacked configuration with at lea s t - one ^a second multiwell plate hnvmp; th^ fiflmft 
general configuration as the first multiwell plate , the first multiwell plsite comprising: 

a plurality of blaiiwells for receiving sample material therein; 

opposing side walls which extend around the plate and which define a ridge 
spaced inwardly of the side walls and extending around the plate between the side walls-aadrfee 
plurality of wolto ; and 

a downwardly extending flange which extends around a lower surface of the plate 
and which is configured to be removably received by a corresponding ridge of the second 
multiwell plate when sai4 first multiwell plate is removably positioned on said at least second 
multiwell plate in ^ stacked configwation. 
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